families caught between conscience and popula- 
tion pressures. 

On the whole, Protestant thought has refused to 
erect an a priori moral hierarchy of methods of 
conception control. As Karl Barth has pointed out, 
every method involves a certain amount of human 
manipulation and is “unnatural” in this sense; but 
irresponsible parenthood is not in keeping with 
man’s true nature. 

Considerations of health, effectiveness, mutual 
acceptability and Christian conscience are issues 
that confront the Christian couple. Abortion is 
strongly opposed, except to save the life or health 
of the mother. Permanent sterilization raises strong 
moral doubts, though the issues need more search- 
ing study. Complete abstinence is opposed in the 
Lambeth Report as destructive to a major purpose 
of marriage. As for periodic continence, contracep- 
tion, or safe drugs to inhibit ovulation, the Mans- 
field Report finds no inherent moral distinction. 
As several Protestant statements argue, motives 
rather than methods constitute the primary ethi- 
cal issue. And family limitation may be as great 
a moral obligation in some circumstances as par- 
enthood in others. 

However much the future may belong to the 
emerging Protestant consensus on responsible par- 
enthood, recent events have underscored the fact 
that it cannot be won by the half-hearted approach 
that still characterizes too many Protestant leaders 
and agencies. A clear and common witness, firm 
but positive in character and rooted in sound theo- 
logical conviction, is what the times call for. Noth- 
ing less is worthy of our heritage. 
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